Beauty Without Cruelty

Help stop Gadhimai mass
animal sacrifice in Nepal
by Rajeev Sethi

oon after the 2009
Gadhimai Mela (fair)
ended, animal activists
began heightening awareness
to stop/reduce mass animal
sacrifices at the next one
scheduled to be held later
this year. November 25th and
26th may be the main dates.
The Gadhimai Mela is held
every five years.
BWC has vowed to do all it can
to stop/reduce the carnage,
and has begun working for it
in India and Nepal.
The Gadhimai Mela is held
in Bariyarpur, Bara District,
South Nepal, where about
two to five lakhs of animals,
mainly
young
buffaloes,
are sacrificed. The others
beheaded are goats, ducks,
roosters, pigeons, and rats.
Hundreds of slaughterers,
equipped with swords, are
employed to slay the animals
in a barbaric and painful
manner.
Seventy percent of the
visitors to the fair are
from the Terai regions of
Bihar, Uttarakhand, Uttar
Pradesh and West Bengal.
Consequently, in 2009, Beauty
Without Cruelty approached
the Union Minister of Home
Affairs to stop the movement
of animals across the IndoNepali border. BWC estimates

that fifty percent of animals
scheduled to be beheaded
were saved with the help
extended by the Government
of India.
Beauty Without Cruelty and
Animal Welfare Network
Nepal worked together.
The Wrath of Gadhimai
written by a foreigner
who attended the festival
in 2009 can be viewed at
www.travelyourassoff.
com/2011/12/wrath-ofgadhimai-gadhimai-festival.
html. The pictures alongside
have been taken from this
link.

Mass massacre
At midnight on the main night,
people gather round a small
idol of the Goddess Gadhimai
placed below a pipal tree,
while the chief priest begins

Getting ready for the kill. Photo
courtesy: travelyourassoff.com.

chanting; he anoints the idol
with kumkum and flowers.
Since this is not enough to
awaken the Goddess, a person
offers blood from five parts
of his body. This is believed
to hasten the Goddess’s
awakening.
Everyone is tense for the
rest of the night, frequently
looking into a big earthen jar,
awaiting a light to appear in
it spontaneously, indicating
the Goddess has awoken.

The last fearful lick of loving sympathy. Photo courtesy: travelyourassoff.
com.

8

Spring 2014

Beauty Without Cruelty

The killing field. Photo courtesy: travelyourassoff.com.

Beheading a calf. Photo courtesy:
travelyourassoff.com.

Possessed by the spirit of the
Goddess, a priestess begins to
shudder and shake.
Three hundred to four
hundred men pick up swords
and walk towards an adjoining

field where thousands of
animals, particularly young
male buffalo calves, are kept
imprisoned.
Forty-eight
hours of gruesome, bloody
beheading of animals, the
largest single animal sacrifice
on earth, follows.
This bloodthirsty event is said
to date back about 260 years,
when Bhagwan Chaudhary, a
feudal landlord imprisoned
in Makwanpur Fort, dreamt
that his problems would be
solved if he made a blood
sacrifice to the Goddess
Gadhimai. On being released,
he approached a village healer
whose descendant, Dukha
Kachadiya, started the ritual
with drops of his own blood
from five parts of his body.
This was followed by the
sacrifice of five animals.

We request you to help
If readers have contacts
likely to help eliminate or at
least lessen the mass animal
sacrifices in any way – like
religious leaders, politicians,
historians, bureaucrats, TV/
press journalists, famous
Hindi
film/TV
stars,
Bhojpuri artistes or any other
influential persons in Nepal
or India – we request them
to please get in touch with us
via e-mail at chairperson@
bwcindia.org or post.
BWC will be grateful for all
help.
Rajeev Sethi is a BWC
trustee.
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